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There is another bill pending, which provides
for a board of state assessors. This bill places the
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e %Wtodcy thm, are bnt 16 days left of the
m Jzﬂy-ﬁx mu af tlle anse Calen-

| ifestly iﬁﬁ“&hb‘l& to- Hha& but'h small
per mtum of these bills. |
Ny m wmwst bitls ‘6u the talendar thamhbnu
be enacted, but there are $0. mauy of these §
| balln, that the limited spm this. paper has, makes
L M'a iﬁtpbmble to étniérate all of'them.
K. It will endeavor, from time to time, to call ag
{; "‘" o tention to'those that,in my humble judgment and |
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"“somewliat liihited expérience, dre the most meritoir- |

“ous, This will be done without . disparagement,
- expressed or intended, to any good btll now bdorc

g th Léisldture.
| Itis mpenuvely necessary that increased reve-
nuebepu\mded “The state is six 'hundred thou-
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;, {-' - hryear;«and this is exclusive of pensions of which

o f""&&ré will be’s aeficiency “of & large amount: ' Add

‘ ;“. - tothis amount the necessary current expenses for

/% the mext two years, and it will be readily seen that
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~{¢axing power on railroad and telegraph property in
|the "hands of three, the Comptroller, Attorney-|

| General and theé chairman of the Railroad Commis- ;

's:o_n. . It is a ‘wholly meritoronis bill, and as'it does
not'change: the law in any 'other respect, it ought

» | N0t to take long for the legislature to pass this.

“'Then there is a child labor bill, which ‘makes
the law effective by providing for its enforcement.
This Legislature having made such a reputation
for protecting the birds, beasts and gophers, should
not adjourn without putting this law on the statute
books that will protect children.

" “Then there is the anti-gambing law, which should
be passed, there being no argument against this

bd | that should be considered, the only semblance of an

argument being that it might hurt business in one

" |Florida town, but even this argument will fall to

Ithe ground when the figures from other states are
;|Conisidered which show that race track gambling
takes more out of a town than it brings in.

Florida has twelve hundred miles of seacoast,
which is very much more than any other state in
the Union. It can be made the fish and oyster state
of the Uniot. = No fish and oyster legislation worthy
{of the mame has been enacted.

H " mld‘&ilﬂand, which can be dumped into the mid-

dle of lake Okeechobee, gets one hundred thousand

|dollars a year from oysters alone, and other states

in proportion. - If the proper fish and oyster bill

* |i8" enacted, and there are bills now pending

that are good bills, Florida need not levy. any di-
rect'taxes. The revenue from this industry would
| pay all the expenses of the ‘State government.
These are but few of the many bills that should
be enacted, and as I said, I will endeavor to call at-
tention from time to time to legislation that seems
to be needed, and to the necessity upon this Legis-
Tature'to‘enact certain laws.

<GLEARING UP MATTERS.

And pefmn who wowld wilfully huirt the feelings
or in any way injure gnother person, by perpetrat-

|ing a joke at his expense, is an improper person

guilty of conduct unworthy of a man,
One has no right to gratify . his propensity to

mnd dollars behind in it$ appropriation for last joke at the 'expense of ‘others 'unless he does” it

without walice or evil ‘intent. ' 'When jokes are
pcrpetnted in newspapers, they should'be free from
any intention to injure and they should be so care-
fully worded that po one can. fail to understand

it will be necessnry to raise by “m"\tm them as pleasantries.

& two and a hﬂf niillion' dollars. 1In the year of|

"1 have permitted some jokes to appear iu. the

‘ma there was disbursed for all state purposes thelcolumus of this paper. They were iutended as
sum d.“.ou,mz if to this the deficiency now jokes, They were printed in the hope that the

| , the sum  will bé nearly two and
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eadly dullness of the Legislative Session might be

somewhat enlivened. They were as innocent of,

v JL Mﬁ\ﬁmt taxation there is but little reve- | guile or of intended injury as the friendly jest of
-* iM"idﬁw the ‘State. '“There are ‘several{one man about another should be,
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W shmﬂﬂ'be'en consiaered aﬁd if. 'to do anythmg else th&“ to perpetrate lllllocunt

jokes on several gentlemen by repeating certain
things “that ‘were pleasantly passed among the
members and the visitors from time to time,

I have mentioned in this manner, M
Hull of Manatee, Mr. Calkins of Nassau, M.
.Stokes of Escambia, Mr.. Harry Bethel, military
Secretary of the Governor, Mr. Light, Mr. Wells.
and others.

‘Tt was not my intention to take a back-handed
slap at any one of these gentlemen. I hope that
my newspaper work has been of a suﬁcxentls
straight-forward, open nature 1o acqmt me of get.
ting around the corner to hit anybody.

I have generally managed to deliver such state-
meunts that I felt called upon to maké from the
front, without any dodging or trimmings,

Anything that might have been writtewr in the
humordus style about any of the geatlemen men-
tioned or any other gentlemen is not to be taken in
any sense but one of pleasantry, nor was it to be

{considered but a perfectly innocent attempt to in-

ject a little humor into the Legislative Session of
1909.

I trust that no ore will think otherwise.

It did not occur to me that there was aiy danger
that anyone should think otherwise, but for fear
that there might be some one, I write this.

Whenever I'want to say anything ‘abouta man,
or to discuss any public'matter in a disapptoving
way, I will make my language ‘perfeetly plain.
This is what I have alwdys done and this'is what |
will always do. *

I would scorn to use the vehicle of pleasantry to
hit ahy man, even my enemy. ‘I would rcertainly
not use it gratuitously to inflict pain or humilia-
tion on one who is not an enemy to myself or to
the public service.
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